Kirti Katarmale
Age: 16 years

Fresent status: Studying for hertenth standard exam
Kieti iniliclly used |o live on the povement outside Andheii railwaoy
statian with har mothar, twe brothers and o sister, Kirti |5 the third
child, Her mother wos o rog picker. To make ends maet, har
mather used fo moke Kirti beg af troffic lights.

WOICE met Kirli when she wos jusi iwe yeoars old, ond put herin
school. Bul there woa il opposition. Eoch tme, she waos
withdrown by her mother whe wonted har to continue to beg and
did natat thetime volue her education

Kirti was defermined — she wonied 1o shedy and insisted on going
fo school, much ogainst her mother's wishes, ThHanks fo har
fremandaus leadership skills, Kirti was elected heod gid of the
middleschonl

When Kirti, an exiramely ottractive girl, turned ten, her mother
was constontly warried of her being abducted, VOICE then
halpad the family with seed money fo rent a room. Their lives
changed for the better, and her brother even oot a good job with
the BMLC.

Lagt yaar, Kirti shared her sxperiences with coordinators of the
Sarva Shikshe Abhivan in Delhi.

Today, she lives in Sonjivoni, tegches younger children, and wants

1o wark with VOICE a5 o teacher
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VOICE - Helping children write their future

Far aver 15 years, we at VOICE [Veluntary Qrgonisalicn
in Community Enterprise)
hove been reaching oul to
vulnaroble ond neglected *
straet children, aspecially
girls, and through education
ara enabling them to became

whole humon beings ond
sali-reliant, responsible,

contribufing citizens,

Dwring this time, wa discaverad thot
@ I.,rl:_ﬂ“l'll;.'. 'Il'lﬁ shragl q’.hill‘l 15 t_'ll'll\l
part of the selufion. Becouse,
without the sofely and suppart of a

caring family ond a structhurclly

sound home, education becomes
Fome winkn, juwg! grpmns

near impossible, This holds true
especially for female children, who end up focing sexual abuse on
the streats. Wa hove found it difficult o retoin young girls in recent
years, since most of them ore forced inlo childhaod marroges ler

amere 50 rupaes, or mare homibly, sold into prostifution,

A Belping hoid e keen be

Sanjiveni - a home dedicoted fo rehabilitate and
educaie the girl sireet child.

Chor new initiglive, Sonjivani, is o home lor the girl streef child ond
il Hiw_—, her the benefits af aur Iried
gnd tested progroms in educotion

and skill training

Sonjivani is situoted in Virgr Egst ond
has been designed to provide o
heolthy and

sofa, clean,

congenial atmosphera for the gid

sireet child, theraby enobling her o

live o life of dignity and respect.

The focilities olared include

Resvannton or body and sowl

¢ Mulrilious foad = Clean drinking
water = Facilities for perscnal

Read about the successes of

cleanliness = A curriculum that includes academic education, some ﬂf our s‘ludeﬂfﬁ:

strengthening of values, skill training, yogo, martial ards, physicol
training ® Loving care which the children yaarn fiar.

Operational from August 317,
2006, Sanjivant will aventually
house 100 girls. We also plan to
reach ouwt to 500 children frem

Arti Pathak
Age: 14 years

nearby tribal villoges ond provide

them  with Uppgrfulnlmﬁ ':r_'u

- skill fraini s oy
SRR SRR KN oy Present stotus: Living at Sanjivani

Arli, the secand child in har family, lived with her malhar,
father, three sisters and hwo beothers, Her lather, o plumber,
and her whole fomily have been living under a flyove
bridge for over 20 yeors, and confinue fo live on the street.
Artiinitially lived herlife bagging and scavanging.

A doring and very bright girl, Arti has been with VOICE since
she was three yeors old. She is determined to shudy and

Alittle help from our friends.
chonge her life.

Do help us help the neady girl street child. Yaur contributions wan't

just give her o ool over hier heod—they |l give her o life. Arti wantsio become o teacher.



